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Hello and Happy New Year! For those I haven’t had the pleasure of meeting
yet, I’d like to introduce myself as your new MRC Coordinator, Dr. Meg
Halcomb. I joined Shelby County in November of 2021 and I’m excited to hit
the ground running.
My background consists of several years of clinical veterinary practice
working on companion and farm animals. I’ve also taught as associated
faculty teaching veterinary disaster preparedness and response, infection
control practices, and infectious diseases to professional and graduate
college students. One of my passions includes response and preparedness
spanning human, animal, and environmental sectors in something we refer to
as “One Health.”

Shelby County Health Dept.
Office #: 901-222-8200
Cell #: 901-506-3542
Email: megan.halcomb@shelbycountytn.gov

It’s been a pleasure to work with those who’ve volunteered with me since
I’ve arrived. There’s an amazing amount of talent and gifts in this unit. Part
of my goal for the future will be to support you in using your skills and gifts
in our unit’s mission to support our community’s public health and resiliency.
I look forward to working with
all of you in strengthening our MRC Unit to
serve our community!
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MRC in Action
(Oct-Dec of 2021)

Total Number of
MRC Missions

8 Total:
- 2 influenza exercise missions
- 6 COVID response missions

Number of MRC
Volunteers
Deployed

45

Total Number of
MRC Volunteer
Hours
Contributed

201

Economic Value of
Hours
Contributed

$6257.09

Missions Included:
 5 COVID POD locations
 Fight Flu TN 2021 Flu Vaccine POD Exercise
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MRC Volunteer Prep
As we look to the New Year, let’s take a moment to get prepared
and make sure we’re ready for upcoming MRC opportunities. Are
you ready to volunteer in 2022? Here’s a brief checklist:

1)

Prepared for the Call?

In the event MRC volunteers are needed, calls are made utilizing Everbridge aka the TN Volunteer Mobilizer
registry. As you’ve seen, this notification system can be used to notify you of an emergency activation, a call for
volunteers, newsletters, training opportunities, and more. You may receive calls, emails, texts, & Everbridge app alerts
based on the contact information and preferences you’ve provided in your Everbridge profile. MRC volunteers are
required to keep their contact information up-to-date as timely notifications are paramount in response efforts.
Please take this time to program #844-267-5321 into your phone as the Everbridge Caller I.D. Also, please update
your contact information, add any missing information in your profile, and update your contact preferences at
www.TNMRC.org .
Once you’ve gotten the call/text/email alert, another important step is
confirming you’ve received the message. So, when you receive a message that prompts
a confirmation, please be sure and hit the button/link like the one here:

This will be important later in the year as we’ll utilize a notification test win
which MRC volunteers will be required to respond as proof of intent to retain
membership. More information on this will be sent soon.

4)

Completed your Required Training?

The National MRC developed baseline competencies for all MRC Units to have as a foundation. The trainings
required by our MRC Unit help to ensure our volunteers meet these competencies. This ensures our volunteers
speak the same response language, understand the response structure, and are ready to volunteer. The required
training courses can be completed currently online found here.

2)

Are you Prepared?

3)

Are you Still Part of the Team?

Another component of preparedness is our own personal preparedness. To help check your household’s
readiness for various hazards including natural disasters and COVID, please feel free to check out ready.gov to make
disaster kits and household emergency plans. Please also take care and stay safe out there!

Moved? Unable to participate in the MRC? We’re sorry to see you go, but that’s no problem! Please reach out
to MRC@shelbycountytn.gov to unsubscribe and be removed from the Everbridge System. This will prevent further
notifications and remove your information from our MRC Unit team roster. You’re always welcome to re-apply in the
future when the time is right for you!
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2022 Vision

As we move into 2022, our MRC Unit will have the opportunity to meet new goals
and further contribute to our community. To meet the challenges ahead, we’ll focus on
further developing and strengthening our MRC unit in 2022. How will we accomplish
this?

 Seeking Out Volunteer Opportunities:
Throughout the year, I’ll work to seek out volunteer opportunities by
fostering relationships with community partners. Each of you also have your
professional networks and communities, so please also feel free to email
volunteer opportunity ideas and needs you see to MRC@shelbycountytn.gov.
There are many areas where we can serve in 2022 including community
education, COVID response, exercises, special event support, & much more!

 Teamwork:
To develop our unit, it will be important for us to work together. I’ve already
seen amazing talent and will work to further highlight your amazing skills.
To do this, I will take the opportunity throughout the year to gain your
feedback. Please be thinking about things that are working well, things that
can work even better, what you’re interested in for trainings, and why
volunteering is important to you. Surveys will be sent out soon.

 Training & Meetings:
In 2022, I’ll work to identify training opportunities. My goal will be to
resume in-person trainings and meetings as soon as it’s safe. In the
meantime, I’m exploring other delivery options including virtual formats.
 Gearing Up:
Don’t have any MRC gear or a badge yet? Don’t worry as we’ll also work to
resume badging operations and gear distribution once we’re ready. I’ll share
more information on this asap.
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“How wonderful

150th MRC Unit
Shelby County Medical Reserve Corps

Thank you, MRC!
I’d like to take this time to send out a special thank you to all of our
MRC volunteers who have dedicated so much this quarter and year.
Your hard work makes a difference and serves our community!
THANK YOU!

Source: SCHD PHEPP

it is that nobody
need wait a
single moment
before starting
Source: SCHD PHEPP

Source: SCHD PHEPP

to improve the
world.”
- Anne Frank

Source: SCHD PHEPP

Page 4

